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Invitation, not condemnation… 
 
I’d like you to hold on to that phrase, as whenever someone starts  
talking about rules and regulations and bylaws our brains usually snap to: 
am I breaking the rules? Am I in trouble or a disappointment? And of 
course…can I get out of the rules, maybe on a technicality?   
 
Over the past couple of newsletter articles I’ve been pondering communion, 
and I’m thinking of the sacrament now in terms of membership…it is one 
of the core components of maintaining membership (along with attendance 
at worship and financial contribution as you are able), but if we’re talking 
about invitation, relationships, and an open table, what is the connection 
between communion and membership? 
 
First thing to look at is that idea of an open table. You’ll have heard me use 
that term as we begin the communion service. In the Moravian Church we 
don’t restrict the sacrament to our own members, and within our church 
family we don’t restrict it to those who are old enough or have passed a test 
or made profession. We believe that the very act of desiring the sacrament 
declares your readiness. As I’ve noted in previous articles, we do offer  
classes and experiences designed to deepen our relationship with God 
through learning what the sacrament is all about, but you are welcome at 
Christ’s table regardless. So if membership isn’t required for communion, 
why would communion be required for membership? Remember…
invitation not condemnation. The sacrament is a gift from God given by  
Jesus to his disciples, and onward to us to maintain our connection to God. 
Membership in a church is how we maintain, deepen, and reinforce that 
connection, and the church has a responsibility to strengthen and support 
that connection. 
 
So that’s why we use the communion cards to keep track of who has  
received the sacrament, not to get you in trouble or let you know how 
you’re not measuring up, but to support your connection to God. If you 
haven’t been in worship for the sacrament, or had me visit for a home  
communion this year, the invitation is open. The next communion  
service will be on November 9, and then the afternoon service on the first 
Sunday in Advent, November 30.  
 
Pastor Ian 
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2025 WATCHWORD TEXT FOR THE SCHOENECK CONGREGATION  

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 

I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be 

troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”         John 14:27 
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Future Worship Services 
 

Wednesday, December 3—Worship Service, 7:00 PM.  Quiet Christmas  
 

Sunday, December 7— Worship Services, 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM. Second Sunday of Advent. 
 

Sunday, December 14—Worship Services, 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM.  Third Sunday of Advent. 
Christmas Cantata at 10:30 AM.   
 

Sunday, December 21—Worship Services, 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM. Fourth Sunday of Advent. 
Join us for the Christmas Program at 10:30 AM.  All children, youth and high school ages 
are invited. 
 

Wednesday, December 24—Christmas Eve Lovefeast & Candlelight Services  
4:00 PM, 6:30 PM, 8:30 PM.  Christmas Eve.         
 

Sunday, December 28—Worship Service, 10:30 AM Only. First Sunday after Christmas.                                                             
 

Wednesday, December 31—New Year’s Eve Lovefeast at 7:00 PM. New Year’s Eve. 

 
 
 

Sunday, November 2, 2025 
Worship Services-8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

 

All Saint’s Lovefeast. We will celebrate All Saints’ Day as we remember God’s faithful servants past and present. 
We will share in a lovefeast of thanksgiving to God for the lives of those who have touched us in the past and those 
who in the present continue to encourage and inspire us by their faith. 
9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages. 
Watchword for the week: “Jesus said, ‘For the son of man came to seek and to save the lost.’”              Luke 19:10 
 

Sunday, November 9, 2025 
Worship Services-8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

 

Christ the Chief Elder Holy Communion.  We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion, affirming our Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Head and Chief Elder of our Moravian Church.  Please use this service as an opportunity to  
renew your relationship with your Savior, Jesus Christ, who said as often as you drink this cup and eat this bread, 
you are doing it in remembrance of His blood that was shed for you and His body which was given for you. 
9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages. 
Watchword for the week: “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.” 
                                                                                                                                                               Job 19:24 

 

Sunday, November 16, 2025 
Worship Services-8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost. 
9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages. 
Watchword for the week: “Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.”           2 Thessalonians 3:13 
 

Sunday, November 23, 2025 
Worship Services-8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

 

Christ the King Sunday (Reign of Christ)  We will acknowledge Jesus Christ as King.  This Sunday is always the 
last Sunday of the Christian Church year, setting the stage for the Advent and Christmas season to come.   
9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages. 
Watchword for the week: “Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the 
earth.”                                                                                                                                               Psalm 46:10 
 

Wednesday, November 26, 2025 
Worship Service-7:00 PM Thanksgiving Eve Lovefeast 

 

During this Thanksgiving Eve service we will think on the Lord’s goodness and all He has done for us. We will also 
celebrate a lovefeast during our Thanksgiving Eve service, giving thanks to God for the bread on our tables.  

 

Sunday, November 30, 2025 
Worship Services-8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

First Sunday of Advent marks the start of the Advent season and is traditionally symbolized by a single lit  
candle in a special wreath or the hanging of a Moravian Star, representing hope and the coming of Jesus. This 
first candle is often called the "Prophet's Candle," symbolizing the prophecies foretelling the Messiah's birth, while 
the star represents the Star of Bethlehem that led the wise men.   
9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages. 
Watchword for the week: “Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!”                                                      Isaiah 2:5 
 

            Advent Holy Communion Service at 4:30 PM, followed by a meal in Fellowship Hall. 

Worship the Lord with Us! 
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Board of Elders 

October Board of Elders meeting: 

1. Still looking for someone to be Safe Harbor
coordinator.

2. Nominating Committee looking for members
interested in becoming an Elder in 2026.

3. Discussion about remainder of 2025 worship
services.

Board of Trustees 

October Board of Trustees meeting: 

1. Approved the 2026 Offering Envelopes

2. Discussed 2026 budget items

3. Met virtually with Chris Spaugh, President and
CEO of Moravian Ministries Foundation

4. Decided to make 3rd quarter financial statements
available on demand

Joint Board Members 

 Board of Elders      Board of Trustees 

        
Sue Dreydoppel, President 

Bob Sweitzer, Vice President 

Lori Deutsch, Secretary 

Pastor Ian Edwards, ex-officio 

Marisa Graver 

Andrew Majczan 

Dwayne Moyer 

Kim Samsel 

Roger Woolley 

One Vacancy 

Pastor Ian Edwards, Chair 

Jim Makovetz, Vice Chair 

Melody Stocker, Secretary 

Elaine Bittner 

Laura Cook 

Brian Dishong 

Louis Murante 

Mike Rampulla 

Pamela Stampf 

Ann-Louise Taylor 

ELDERS PERSPECTIVE 
“Very early in the morning, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.”

Mark 1:35 
How do you pray? Do you have a routine? 
Some people pray early in the morning, some late at night. 
Most days I have a running dialog with God, 
Or so it seems. All day long I am conversing with Him. Is that disrespectful? I certainly hope it’s not. 
I do pray each night, in bed before I go to sleep. A carryover from childhood. But I feel closer to God during 
my conversations. 
So often I will find a solution to my problem, and I know the answer was sent by Him. 
Other times I feel extremely calm as if I am ready to face the most difficult problem. 
This week I was waiting for tests results that were taking forever. When I finally received the text, I hesitated. 
Then, as if actual words were spoken, I just knew it was alright to look. All was well! 
It is so uplifting to share worries with God as well as praise and gratitude. 
I pray you have your own special relationship with our Lord and Savior. It is truly a Blessing. 

Elaine Bittner, Elder 
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 Free to a Good Home 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall after both services on 
Sunday, October 26, for Free to a Good Home, offering 
books and items from around the church. If anything has 
real or sentimental value to you, please take it. Come see 
if you can find any treasures! 

Schoeneck Church Family, 

I would like to update the prayer chain list.  If 
you are on the list and are receiving emails to 
pray for people and wish to continue this list, 
do nothing. However, if you want to take a break from this 
ministry, please let me know either by text, email or phone call. 

Likewise, anyone wanting to join us in this rewarding ministry 
just contact me at bittnere281@gmail.com and your email 
address will be added. 

Clocks will “fall back” one hour 

at 2:00 AM  local time on  

Sunday, November 2, 2025 

Help us give back!  
Please donate non-perishable items 

from November 1st to 30th,   to be
given to the Nazareth Food Bank! 

 Sr Youth Spider Web Social 
 Sunday, November 2, 2025 

 Noon to 3:00 PM 
  Fellowship Hall 

     Come join the Sr Youth for a time of 
 fellowship, great fun, tasty snacks and prizes! 

CANDLE TRIMMING for the Christmas Eve candlelight 
services will take place following the 10:30 AM  
service on November 9, 2025. 

We ask that all dieners, and those within our con-
gregation who can help, meet in Fellowship Hall 
after the service. The more people who can assist the quicker 
the task can be accomplished.  

A light lunch will be provided for helpers. 

There is a sign up sheet on the church bulletin board for 
those interested in helping, if you have any questions,  
contact Lori Hahn or the church office.  Thank You, Lori 

The next Women’s Fellowship  
meeting will be November 12, 2025 

11:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. 
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Community Dinner  
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

      Thanksgiving Dinner—Turkey 
Mobile Pick Up 

4:00 - 5:30 PM   (or while supplies last) 
Volunteers are needed for clean up and finishing off. 
The kitchen crew does a great job of cleaning and tidying 
as they go, but some of them have been on-site since the 
morning. It would be a great help to have some fresh 
folks drop by to assist with clean up and any necessary 
tasks, especially from 3:30-5:30.  
As always, our hope is for the bakers 
in the congregation to come through  
with yummy desserts. 

 Schoeneck Moravian 

 Health Ministry 

  The next blood pressure screening 

 will be Sunday, November 16, 2025 

 Jr Youth Group 
 Cards and Cookies for Homebound Members

 Sunday, November 23, 2025
Once again we will meet after church, eat lunch, and then make 

cards and bake cookies to be included in gift baskets for 
homebound members.  

All children Grades 3-6 are welcome to join us! 
 Contact Lanie Yaswinski or Courtney Schnyderite 

 for more details and to RSVP.
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CEM will be busy this month and next as we prepare for the Advent season. 

We are planning on having an intergenerational Sunday each month, starting this month and to include all ages,  
whether you are a participant in any Sunday School class or would just like to join us. It will be called “SUNDAY FUNDAY”! 

Our first will be November 30th at 9:15 AM - 10:15 AM in the Fellowship Hall. This Sunday Funday will include some 
Advent/Christmas music by the “Go Fish Guys” along with some explanations on the meaning and importance of what Advent is 
about and an Advent craft for you to take home. We hope you will join us along with your family. 

 An Advent workshop is planned for Saturday, December 6th in conjunction with decorating the sanctuary. Exact time is 
not certain until we confirm with the Decorating Committee. We will be making a craft to be distributed to the Sick and Shut-in 
members. There will be lunch after the decorating is done, so we do hope that all working in the sanctuary will come to the  
Fellowship Hall and join us this year before leaving for the day. Please check the bulletin insert for more info as we get closer to 
the date.  

 December 21st will be the Christmas Program at the 10:30 AM worship service. All children, youth and high school ages 
are invited to join us! 

Blessings for the fall season! 
Pamela Stampf 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 Women’s Bible Study 
meet on Thursday  

at 9:00 AM in Room 6. 

Men’s Bible Study   
meet on Wednesday  

at 7:00 PM in Room 6. 

PLEASE NOTE OUR SNOW POLICY 
If the conditions are hazardous (ice, excessive snow, winter weather emergency conditions, etc.), please consult any 
of the following to find out whether worship has been cancelled, or the schedule altered: 

· WFMZ, Channel 69 or www.wfmz.com:  It might also be on the crawl at the bottom of the television screen

· The church voicemail message (610-759-0376)

· Schoeneck’s social media (Facebook & Instagram)

We will make every effort to arrive at an appropriate decision prior to 7:00 AM on Sunday mornings.  If you are 
unsure about safe travel conditions, please stay home and watch the service on livestream. 

 In  Church School 

8:00 AM   10:30 AM       Total 

Sunday 

Children Teacher Adult  Teacher 

SEPTEMBER ATTENDANCE

7-Sep 25 75 100 14 6 14 2 
14-Sep 24 85 109 20 10 13 2 
21-Sep 22 81 103 12 10 8 2 
28-Sep 24 80 104 16 10 15 2 
Total 95 321 416 62 36 50 8 
Average 23.75 80.25 104.00 15.50 9.00 12.50 2.00 
Note: September 7 – Sunday School Rally Day and the beginning of two services 



6 

Quiet Christmas 

Christmas is a wonderful joy-filled time of celebration as we prepare our hearts for receiving 
the wondrous gift of the Christ child. For some people, however, especially those who are 
grieving or feeling discouraged or alone, joy seems elusive, and moments of peace are  
sometimes preferred. 
During this Advent season, as we have in the past, we will be holding our Quiet Christmas on 
Wednesday, December 3, 2025 at 7:00 PM. The service will provide a sanctuary of quiet 
and a time for contemplation. You will also have an opportunity to light candles in honor of 
and to remember loved ones. 
We encourage our church family to come and join those who need an extra smile or 
encouraging word on this special night.

TIME TO ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

 Please return this form to the church office or place in the offering plate   
with money/check attached for each order.  Make check out to Schoeneck. 

        Your order must be received no later than Sunday, November 30, 2025. 

 Number of Poinsettias ordered __________ @ $10.00 

        Presented by (please print) ____________________________________________________________________ 

        In Memory of (please print) ___________________________________________________________________ 

        In Honor of (please print) _____________________________________________________________________ 

  You may take your plant(s) home after the  8:30 PM Christmas Eve Service. 

SANCTUARY DECORATING 
All are invited  

To help decorate the sanctuary on  
Saturday, December 6, 2025 at 9:00 AM 

The sanctuary tree, the garlands, and the nativity all need to be set in place, as well as preparing the 
church for the many people who will be worshipping during the Christmas  season. 

Holiday Hope Chest Project 
Save your shoeboxes for The Holiday Hope Chest, a Volunteer Center Program, 
which collects gift items to be delivered to children in the Lehigh Valley area.   
We will collect gift items between November 1 to November 30, 2025.  
Additional information will be provided as we receive it.       

 Thank you, Lori Deutsch 
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From the Trustees:  
Financial giving reports for the third quarter of 2025 will not be printed and mailed as in the past.  However, if 
you want to be reminded of your giving so far for the year, please call Cindi in the church office, and she will  
e-mail or print and mail your financial statement upon request.
Special Envelopes 
Organ Maintenance Fund:  With a little surplus money from the organ restoration project, we have created 
an interest-bearing account to hold money for future organ maintenance needs.  If we add a small amount to it 
each year, the fund will grow over time. 

The November giving envelopes include one for Esperanza of Bethlehem, which closed at the end of last 
year.  We were not in time to stop that envelope from being mailed, so please do not use it.

The proceeds from the “Staff Christmas Gift” envelope will be shared between our  
pastor and other dedicated staff, both paid and volunteer.   Please be generous to all our 
staff members who work hard on our behalf.  Make your contributions for the Staff 
Christmas Gift by December 14, so that the gifts can be distributed on Christmas Eve.  

Cemetery clean-up 
There will be a general pre-holiday clean-up of the Schoeneck God’s Acre around the end of November.   
According to the cemetery rules: "There are two general times for cleanup of the entire cemetery during the 
year, on or about the following dates: March 15th and November 15th. If one wishes to retain a decoration or 
container, it should be removed before these dates."  If you wish to keep anything, please retrieve it before No-
vember 15. 

Grief Ministry in Action 
For nearly six years the phrase grief ministry has buzzed around Schoeneck. Many have 
heard the words, but not everyone knows what it’s all about. 

In 2019, recognizing a need to better support people in our congregation through the 
throes of grief,  Rev. Evelyn Stupp, a former hospice pastor and grief counselor offered to 
work with Schoeneck in developing ways to help people navigate grief. 

Over the course of three years, Pastor Evelyn offered workshops to help our congregation understand 
the grief process so that we could more intentionally support our church family during times of loss. 
Pastor Evelyn also initiated a grief support group for  members who were grieving the loss of loved 
ones.  During that time, “blue” and now “quiet” Christmas services were begun at Schoeneck to honor 
absent loved ones and to help grieving individuals through a season of conflicting holiday emotions. 

Ann-Louise Taylor is the facilitator of the grief support group. Along with Laura Cook, Debbie Getz, 
Loraine Rice, and Mim Stoudt, these five women have shaped Schoeneck’s Grief Ministry with  
compassion and caring. They support individuals and families through periods of loss, assuring them 
that their church family is present with them through these difficult times. 

The Grief Ministry provides a variety of resources: books, pamphlets, comforting scripture passages, 
and a Zoom support group that meets the 2nd Tuesday evening of each month. This ministry also keeps 
in touch with church members throughout their first year of a loss. 

Please contact Pastor Ian or any member of the Grief Ministry for more information, or to discover 
ways in which you can help your brothers and sisters in Christ who are grieving. 

Blessings, Grief Ministry 



Thank you to John Beitel, Kurt Eichman, 
George Janoski, and Ron Minnich 
for their help during the roadside  

cleanup along Jacobsburg Road on 
Saturday morning, October 11th.  

The next cleanup is scheduled for 
April 18, 2026 in connection with Earth Day. 

Dear Members of Schoeneck Moravian Church, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Essentials Café, 
thank you for your generous donation of $760 to Essentials 
Café from funds collected from you July Moravian Mission 
Project. 

Your donation will go towards helping alleviate food inse-
curity and help build a community where all are welcome 
to have a seat at a table and enjoy a nutritious meal in a 
warm, hospitable environment. 

Best Regards, Dawn Fenner Executive Director 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your generous contributions to  
Moravian Open Door over the last four months. 
  We have received the following: 

May 12—$144 
August 11—$141 

July 17—$87 
September 25—$117 

Your financial support enables MOD to continue its service to 
older homeless individuals by providing transitional housing in a 
clean and safe environment.  MOD provides its residents a  
nutritious daily breakfast and supportive services to restore  
dignity, re-build lives, and lead to independent living.  

Your generosity keeps the mission and vision of MOD alive.  On 
behalf of our residents, staff, and Board of Directors, we thank 
you for your contributions, prayers, and support. 

Blondel Jones-Grant Susan Attzs-Mendoza 

Sisters and Brothers: 

The members of the Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen  

Program thank you for your generous donations of $25 

towards the Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen. 

Once again, thank you for your generous donation and for 

being our partner in serving those less fortunate in the   

Nazareth Area.  God bless. 

A brother in Christ, 

Jeffery D Gehris, Secretary/Treasurer 

Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen/Summer Lunch Program 

Good afternoon, brothers and sisters- 

I am happy to announce that we are now accepting registrations for the Senior High Winter Retreat that 
is held at Camp Hope from Friday, January 16 to Sunday, January 18! Registration can be found on the 
website, as well as available through phone and/or email! 

If you, or any members of your congregation have any questions at this time, please let me know! We will 
continue to promote the retreat through social media, emails, and word of mouth. 

Thank you! 

Brian Lauderman, Executive Director 
Camp Hope / Hope Conference & Renewal Center 
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Worship Helpers This Month 

Date Time Ushers Greeters Scripture Readers Nursery 

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 2 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Ralph & Jane Barthold 

Linda Minnich 

Francine Messinger 

Cathee Butz 

Lori Deutsch 

John Beitel 

Andy & Brenda 
Loiacano 

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 9 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

John & Lori Deutsch 

Ralph & Jane Barthold 

Terry Berger 

Dennis Guldner 

Ryan Morrow 

Drew Dishong 

Andrew & Andrea 
Majczan 

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 16 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Kathy Makoul & 
Mary Schweitzer 

Denise Morris-Ng & 
Geraldine Morris 

Tammy Mehlig 

Kevin & Sandy Love 

John Beitel 

Lori Deutsch 

Sharon Schuler 
& 

Gayle Searock 

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 23 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Bob & Carol Hunt 

Ralph & Jane Barthold 

Kathy Makoul 

John Beitel 

Lori Deutsch 

Laurie Woolley 

Charisse Geiger 
& 

Lorena Roberts 

WEDNESDAY 
NOVEMBER 26 

THANKSGIVING EVE 
LOVEFEAST 

7:00 PM Conrad & Loraine Rice Lois Zibulnik Bill Heiser 

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 30 
1ST SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

4:30 PM 

John & Lori Deutsch 

Glenn & Carloyn Hertzog 

JoAnn Heckmen 

Terry Berger 

John Beitel 

Pam Stampf 

Lori Deutsch 

JoAnn Heckman 

Sue Dreydoppel 

Mike & Allene 
Rampulla 

SPONSORS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

       FLOWERS - $10.00     BULLETINS - $10.00 
   11/2 Gary & Amy Edelman    11/2  Gary & Amy Edelman  
   11/9  In Memory of the Schaefers   11/9  In Memory of the Schaefers 
 11/16 Cookie Knauss 11/16  Louis Murante     
 11/23        Open      11/23        Open 
 11/26        Open     11/27        Open     
 11/30  Conrad & Loraine Rice  11/30  Conrad & Loraine Rice 

NOVEMBER ELDER(S) 

Shared 

NOVEMBER  TRUSTEE(S) 
Shared 

NOVEMBER  LOVEFEAST 
 All Saints Lovefeast 
    Sponsor    Cookie Knauss 
       Baker     Ryan Morrow   

 Thanksgiving Eve Lovefeast 
    Sponsor(s)  Evelyn & Ann Dalton 
        Baker    Ryan Morrow NOVEMBER SAFE HARBOR 

Women’s Bible Study 

NOVEMBER  RECYCLING SPONSOR(S) 
Bill Elliott
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Schoeneck Moravian Church 
Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him. 

In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love. 

Rev. Ian Edwards, Pastor 

Ryan Morrow, Director of Music 

Cindi Kessler, Administrative Assistant 

Regular Worship Service 

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship in the Sanctuary 

& 10:30 AM Livestream 

Our Mission Statement 
“To follow the example of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ to love and 

serve all.” 

Schoeneck Moravian Church 
316 North Broad Street Extension 

Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-9522 

schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org 

https://schoeneckmoravian.org 

610-759-0376

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Joyful Noise 




